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fateful message arrived over the telephone at the Municipal Secre-
tary's office, announcing the capitulation of Government. Pheroze-
shah received from Mr. Edgerley a wire at almost the same time
with the cryptic message "Yes."
An atmosphere of suppressed excitement pervaded the meeting on
8th when the members gathered to discuss the situation. In a tactful
little speech, the President explained that he had been assured that a
misunderstanding had taken place, and that no slight had been
intended to be offered. The idea had been to work up the occasion in
such a way that the welcome of the Corporation was to be the crown
in the whole affair. Upon matters being explained to them, the
Government had shown themselves willing to accede to the wishes
of the Corporation. The President added he accepted the explana-
tion readily, and recognized the cordial spirit in which the matter
had been settled. This tactful utterance soothed the audience, and
silenced the angry criticisms which were too ready to burst forth.
Thus ended an incident which afforded painful evidence of the utter
lack of imagination in the official mind. The matter was at best a
trivial one, but through the perversity of the Olympians of the
Secretariat, it threatened to create an unpleasant situation at a
moment when all classes of people were preparing to extend a warm
and enthusiastic welcome to the royal messenger of peace and good-
will. That the incident left no bitterness behind, and was forgotten
as soon as it was ended, was largely due to the tact and friendly spirit
with which Pherozeshah, while firmly upholding the dignity and
authority of the Corporation, met the belated overtures of Govern-
ment.
The Address was presented in a gaily-decorated shamiana at the
Bunder in the presence of a large and brilliant assemblage. It had
been drafted by the President himself, and was dignified and full of
felicitous references. After the presentations had been made, Phe-
rozeshah stepped forward, and read the Address, according to a
newspaper report, in " clear strident tones." When it was over, he
proceeded to the dais to present it, and to perform the pleasing
oriental ceremony of offering bouquets and garlanding the illus-
trious visitors. For once in his life, it was observed that he was
somewhat ill at ease. He advanced to the dais with some hesitation,